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But I believe that non-violence is infinitely superior
to violence.

Young India, ll-8-'20

I felt that Indians residing in England ought to do
their bit in the war. English students had volunteered to
serve in the army, and Indians might do no less. A num-
ber of objections were taken to this line of argument.
There was, it was contended, a world of difference between
the Indians and the English.  We were slaves and they
were masters.  How could a slave co-operate with a mas-
ter in the hour of the latter's need ? Was it not the dutpi
of the slave, seeking to be free, to make the master's
need his opportunity ?   This argument failed to appeal
to me then.  I knew the difference of status between an
Indian and an Englishman, but I did not believe that we
have been quite reduced to slavery.   I felt then that it
was more the fault of individual British officials than of
the British system, and that we could convert them by
love. If we would improve our status through the help
and co-operation of the British, it was our duty to win
their help by standing by them in their hour of need.
Though the system was faulty, it did not seem to me to be,
intolerable, as it does today. But if, having lost my faith
- in the system, I refuse to co-operate with the British Gov-
ernment today, how could those friends then do so, having
lost their faith not only in the system but in the officials
as well?
The opposing friends felt that that was the hour for
making a bold declaration of Indian demands and for im-
proving the status of Indians.
I thought that England's need should not be turned
into our opportunity, and that it was more becoming and
far-sighted' not to press our demands while the war lasted^
I therefore adhered to my advice and invited those who"*